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Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen,, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Fourth  Annual 
Report  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Whitstable 
Urban  District. 

NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE 
DISTRICT. 

The  town  of  Whitstable  is  situated  on  the  sea  shore, 
and  is  surrounded  on  the  land  side  by  a  semi-circle  of  hills, 
the  land  sloping  down  to  the  sea. 

At  both  ends  of  the  town  are  two  growing  residential 
areas,  and  an  increasing  number  of  visitors  are  attracted  each 
year  to  the  town  during  the  summer  months. 

On  the  East  side  the  land  rises  to  71ft.  above  sea  level. 
The  soil  is  a  brown  clay  covering  to  various  depths  the  blue 
London  clay. 

The  district  has  an  area  of  739  acres  with  an  estimated 
population  of  8,150  (at  the  last  census  the  population  was 
7,982)  giving  a  density  of  population  of  11 ’02  per  acre.  The 
number  of  inhabited  houses  was  1,955,  and  uninhabited  287, 
giving  an  average  of  4’08  per  house  inhabited, 

The  chief  occupation  of  the  inhabitants  is  the  oyster 
and  other  fisheries  ;  shipping  and  the  Harbour  also  finds 
employment  for  a  considerable  number  of  men,  while  many 
others  are  engaged  in  the  thriving  boatbuilding  and  ship¬ 
wrights  yards. 


There  are  no  manufactories  and  no  unhealthy  trades. 

The  inhabitants  are  principally  engaged  in  out  of  door 
and  healthy  occupations. 

The  inhabitants  are  thrifty,  and  the  amount  of  poor  law 
relief  is  small  and  principally  confined  to  those  who  are  broken 
down  in  health.  There  is  no  local  hospital  although  there  is 
need  for  a  cottage  hospital,  and  the  vast  majority  of  cases  that 
require  hospital  treatment  have  to  be  taken  to  Canterbury,  a 
distance  of  seven  miles. 

The  water  supply  is  derived  from  (a),  three  artesian 
wells,  but  one  of  these  only  supplies  a  small  quantity,  which 
are  situated  within  the  district,  and  which  go  down  between 
300  and  400  ft.  into  the  chalk,  (b),  a  further  supply  is 
obtained  from  a  boring  which  is  situated  outside  the  district 
at  the  bottom  of  Clapham  hill,  this  is  117  ft.  deep  and  its 
source  is  the  green  sand. 

On  account  of  the  pumping  station  not  being  completely 
finished  and  the  month  of  the  well  not  adequately  protected 
from  dust  a  satisfactory  bacteriological  examination  was  not 
at  first  obtained,  but  after  the  works  were  finished  and  the 
well  separated  from  the  engine  house  by  a  glass  screen  a 
further  bacteriological  examination  gave  much  better  results. 
The  protection  of  the  wells  from  dust  has  been 
carried  out  in  the  other  pumping  stations  with  satisfactory 
results  with  regard  to  the  bacteriological  examination.  The 
water  is  a  little  hard  and  at  times  contains  an  excess  of  oxide 
of  iron  which  gives  it  a  brown  colour,  otherwise  the  periodical 
analysis  is  satisfactory  and  show’s  the  water  to  be  free  from 
any  trace  of  sew:age  pollution.  There  is  a  constant  supply. 

STREAMS. 

A  tidal  stream  drains  the  centre  of  the  area  from 
surface  water,  carries  the  storm  water  from  the  surrounding 


hills  into  the  reservoir  which  is  used  for  flushing  the  harbour. 
Owing  to  some  sewage  pollution  contaminating  the  sea  water 
which  is  used  to  flush  the  stream  in  dry  weather  it  at  times 
becomes  very  objectionable,  which  will  be  largely  eliminated 
when  the  new  drainage  system  is  in  working  order,  but  a 
report  and  plans  have  been  submitted  to  deal  with  the  matter 
more  effectively,  which  is  very  desirable. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWAGE. 

At  present  the  sewage  of  the  town  is  discharged  un¬ 
treated  into  the  sea,  but  a  new  system  of  sewage  disposal, 
designed  by  M.  G.  Weekes,  Esq.,  m.i.c.e.,  of  Messrs.  Strachan 
and  Weekes,  is  under  construction,  and  it  is  hoped  will  reach 
completion  towards  the  end  of  the  year.  The  sewage  will 
then  gravitate  to  a  pumping  station  in  Diamond  Road  and  will 
be  pumped  to  Swalecliffe  to  undergo  treatment,  the  effluent 
being  discharged  into  the  sea. 

The  water  carriage  system  extends  almost  throughout 
the  districts,  but  there  is  a  small  area  where  there  are  cess¬ 
pools,  nearly  all  of  these  will  disappear  when  the  new  drainage 
system  is  in  working  order,  these  are  now  emptied  by  the 
CounciPs  employes. 

Waterclosets  are  in  use  throughout  the  district,  but  in 
all  the  poorer  districts  unfortunately  they  are  not  provided 
with  any  mechanical  means  of  flushing. 

HOUSE  REFUSE. 

This  is  collected  twice  weekly  throughout  the  district 
in  covered  vans  from  many  and  various  types  of  receptacles, 
often  uncovered,  which  are  placed  on  the  edge  of  the  pave¬ 
ment  outside  the  fronts  of  the  houses  by  the  occupauts.  I  feel 
that  it  would  be  a  great  improvement  both  from  an  aesthetic 
as  well  as  a  hygenic  point  of  view  if  covered  sanitary  dustbins 
were  in  general  use.  Especially  is  this  the  case  in  summer 


when  many  cases  of  infective  diarrhoea  are  caused  by  the 
contamination  of  food  by  flies  which  no  doubt  in  some  cases 
derive  their  virulence  from  some  filth  they  haye  come  in 
contact  with  in  uncovered  dust  bins. 

Below  will  be  found  a  classified  statement  of  the 
number  of  premises  visited  by  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 


Table  of  Work  carried  out  by  the  Inspector  of 
Nuisances  (Article  20,  Paragraph  16,  L.G.B.  Order,  1910). 

1.  Number  and  nature  of  Inspections — 

Houses,  Factories  and  Workshops, 

315.  157. 

Slaughter  Houses,  Cowsheds,  Dairies,  &c. 

91.  73. 

2.  Number  of  Notices  served — 

Informal  or  preliminary  Notices  ...  ...  234. 

0J  ,  ,  AT  ,.  (Complied  with  -  41. 

Statutory  Notices  -  45.  \ 

(Uncompleted  -  4. 

Registered  premises,  December,  1913. 


Slaughter  Houses  ...  ...  ...  8 

Factories  •••  ...  ...  ...  12 

Workshops  ...  ...  ...  34 

Workplaces  ...  ...  ...  2 

Cowsheds  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Milkshops  and  Purveyors  ...  ...  22 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  14 


As  will  be  seen  from  the  above  Table  a  very  con¬ 
siderable  amount  of  work  has  again  been  done  this  year. 
The  sanitary  conditions  on.  the  whole  have  greatly  improved 
and  many  defects  have  been  remedied.  A  full  account  of 
•these  will  be  found  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report. 


HOUSING  AND  TOWN  PLANNING  ACT,  1909. 

Article  5,  Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Regulations, 

1910. 

Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  inspected  under  and  for  the 
purposes  of  Sec.  17 

245 

Number-  of  Dwelling-  Houses  which  on  inspection  were 
considered  to  be  in  a  state  so  dangerous  or  injurious 
to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation 

3 

The  number  of  representations  made  to  the  Local 
Authority  with  a  view  to  the  making-  of  Closing- 
Orders  ... 

3 

The  number  of  Closing-  Orders  made  ... 

2 

The  number  of  Dwelling-  Houses  the  defects  in  which 
were  or  are  being  remedied  without  the  making  of 
Closing  Orders 

222 

The  number  of  Dwelling  Houses  which  after  the  making 
of  Closing-  Orders  were  put  into  a  fit  state  for  human 
habitation 

2 

The  number  of  Dwelling  Houses  found  in  or  der 

2 

The  general  character  of  the  defects  found  to  exist  :  — 

Defective  drainage  and  dilapidation. 

There  is  one  Common  Lodging  House  but  no  offensive 
Trades,  Testile  Factories,  no  Underground  Bakehouses  in  the 
District. 

The  Council  appointed  Mr.  G.  Knowles,  A.R.  San.  I.,  the 
Inspector  of  Nuisances,  to  carry  out  the  house  to  house 
inspections  under  the  provisions  of  the  Housing  and  Town 
Planning  Act,  in  whose  report,  which  is  appended  at  the  end 
of  this,  will  be  found  the  details  of  the  work  carried  out. 

It  will  be  seen  that  that  245  houses  were  inspected  and 
three  found  in  such  a  condition  as  to  cause  an  application  to 


be  made  to  the  Council  to  issue  Closing  Orders,  two  of  which 
were  made.  Defects  were  found  in  222  houses  inspected, 
many  of  which  were  not  of  a  serious  character,  and  were 
remedied  when  the  attention  of  the  Owners  were  drawn  to 
them.  Many  of  the  houses  are  in  the  older  part  of  the  town 
where  the  sanitary  arrangements  required  bringing  up-to-date, 
while  another  cause  of  the  defects  is  to  be  found  in  the  nature 
of  the  soil,  which  has  a  great  tendency  to  crack  and  break 
drain  pipes. 

There  are  four  public  elementary  schools,  two  of  which 
are  Council  schools,  with  between  1,400  and  1,500  scholars  on 
the  register.  All  these  Schools  except  one  are  comparatively 
modern  and  up-to-date,  one,  an  infants  school,  has  only  been 
built  a  few  years.  The  health  of  the  scholars  has  on  the 
whole  been  fair,  with  the  exception  of  some  cases  of 
diphtheria,  whieh  principally  occured  in  one  department  of 
the  schools,  the  cases  were  spread  over  a  considerable  time, 
and  were  not  severe  in  character,  in  fact  some  were  only 
discovered  by  tracing  children  who  were  away  from  school 
and  swabbing  their  throats  their  parents  being  quite  ignorant 
of  the  nature  of  the  illness  and  in  some  cases  were 
contemplating  sending  them  back  to  school,  where  they  would 
have  spread  the  disease.  I  think  it  was  entirely  due  to  un¬ 
suspected  carriers  that  the  condition  wras  spread.  This  school 
was  closed  for  a  week  and  thoroughly  cleaned  and  disinfected. 

There  were  a  very  fewT  cases  of  scarlet  fever,  principally 
at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  while  measles  and  whooping 
cough  also  appeared  chiefly  amongst  the  infants.  There  is  a 
constant  supply  of  town  water  but  drinking  from  cups  which 
have  not  been  properly  cleaned  after  each  time  of  using  may 
lead  to  spread  of  disease  especially  when  diphtheria  is 
prevalent. 

The  sanitary  conveniences  in  some  of  the  schools  are  of 
the  trough  type  and  should  be  replaced  by  modern  patterns. 


MILK. 


Most  of  the  milk  consumed  in  the  town  is  produced 
either  within  our  own  area  or  just  on  its  borders,  and  is  as  a 
rule  of  very  good  quality.  A  little  improvement  has  taken 
place  in  cleanliness  of  the  cowsheds  which  have  been  regularly 
inspected  but  they  are  still,  many  of  them,  boarded  structures 
with  imperfectly  laid  floors  which  renders  any  attempt  to  keep 
them  in  a  satisfactory  sanitary  condition  quite  futile,  and  when 
one  considers  the  important  part  that  milk  plays  in  our  dietery 
scale,  especially  that  of  our  infantem  population,  and  its 
liability  to  contamination,  the  importance  of  producing  it  under 
the  most  stringent  sanitary  conditions  cannot  be  overestimated. 

The  Administration  of  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act 
is  carried  out  by  the  County  Constabulary. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  who  is  a  qualified  Meat  In¬ 
spector  is  constantly  inspecting  food  and  the  places  where  it 
it  is  stored  and  exposed  for  sale.  No  Carcases  nor  parts  of 
carcases  have  had  to  be  condemned  on  account  of  Tuberculosis. 

The  Bakehouses  and  Slaughter-houses  have  been 
regularly  inspected  and  found  in  a  clean  and  sanitary  condition 
and  the  limewashing  regularly  attended  to. 

HOUSING. 

The  District  is  adequately  supplied  with  houses  for  the 
working  classes,  which  are  well  built  and  have  ample  garden 
space  in  all  the  newer  parts  of  the  town,  but  in  some  of  the 
older  districts  the  houses  are  congested. 

There  is  very  little  overcrowding  and  when  cases  have 
been  inquired  into  little  trouble  has  usually  been  experienced 
in  rectifying  ihem. 

The  Council  exercises  supervision  over  the  erection  of 
all  new  houses. 


The  Notification  of  Diseases  Act  was  adopted  by  the 
Council  in  1894,  and  all  cases  in  which  home  treatment  would 
be  a  danger  to  the  public  health  by  reason  of  insufficient  or 
inadequate  isolation  are  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  at 
Herne  belonging  to  the  Blean  Rural  District  Council,  who  are 
under  contract  to  take  our  notifiable  Infectious  cases.  The 
maintenance  rate  being  heavy  precludes  one  from  sending 
more  cases  than  is  absolutely  necessary. 

The  Council  possesses  an  Isolation  Hospital  for  Small 
Pox  cases  situated  about  miles  out  of  the  town,  this  has 
never  yet  been  used. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Thirty-eight  cases  of  Diphtheria,  twelve  of  Scarlet 
Fever  and  one  of  Typhoid  have  been  notified  during  the  year. 
Fourteen  of  the  cases  of  Diphtheria  and  two  of  Scarlet  Fever, 
were  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital. 

DIPHTHERIA. 

The  town  has  been  practically  free  from  this  condition 
for  some  considerable  time  until  the  middle  of  this  year  ;  last 
year  only  two  cases  were  notified  and  one  of  those  was  im¬ 
ported  from  an  institution  where  it  was  rife,  altogether  outside 
the  district,  but  in  June  of  this  year  one  case  occurred  and 
was  promptly  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital,  but  this  was 
followed  by  three  more  in  that  month  which  were  similarly 
dealt  with,  the  connection  between  the  cases  was  difficult  to 
establish.  In  July,  8  were  notified  ;  August,  8  ;  September,  7  ; 
October,  5  ;  November,  5,  and  December,  4.  The  cases 
were  as  a  rule  very  slight  as  mentioned  previously  in  this 
report,  and  it  was  probably  to  this  very  fact  and  that  they 
were  often  overlooked  and  medical  aid  not  sought  that  a 
number  of  cases  were  due. 

A  larger  proportion  of  cases  occurred  in  one  school 
than  the  others  I  think  from  direct  contact,  but  there  are  some 
defects  in  the  drains  of  this  school,  which  are  being  dealt  with. 


This  school  has  been  thoroughly  disinfected.  Six  of  the  cases 
contracted  the  disease  when  out  in  the  hop  gardens  although 
in  all  probability  they  took  the  infection  with  them. 

ENTERIC  FEVER. 

Only  one  case  of  Typhoid  was  reported  throughout  the 
year  and  that  in  the  first  quarter. 

MEASLES. 

Measles  attacked  a  considerable  number  of  the  younger 
children  but  only  one  death  was  registered  as  due  to  this 
condition. 

SCARLET  FEVER. 

There  has  been  much  less  of  this  disease  this  year  than 
last  and  half  the  whole  number  of  cases  which  were  notified 
during  the  year  appeared  in  the  first  quarter.  The  cases  have 
been  mild  and  no  deaths  have  been  registered  from  this 
condition. 

BIRTHS. 

One  hundred  and  sixty-nine  births  were  registered  in 
the  district  during  the  year  of  which  85  were  boys  and  84 
girls,  and  twro  of  boys  outside  the  district  but  belonging  to  it, 
giving  a  total  of  171  births,  an  increase  of  21  on  last  year. 
Two  girls  and  twro  boys  were  illegitimate.  The  birth  rate  was 
20’9  per  1000  which  compares  with  18*2  of  last  year,  but  this 
is  still  much  below  that  for  the  whole  country, 

DEATHS. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  registered  in  the  District 
was  101,  four  more  than  last  year,  five  were  non-residents,  but 
14  deaths  occurred  of  residents  who  died  outside  the  district  and 
have  to  be  added  to  our  number,  giving  a  nett  corrected 
number  of  110,  two  less  than  last  year,  and  a  death  rate  of 
1 3*4,  which  is  '4  lower  than  last  year. 


The  deaths  were  distributed  between  the  various  age 
period  as  shewn  below  : 

Under  1  year 

1  and  under  2  years 

2  5 

5  „  15  „ 

15  ,,  25  ,, 

25  „  45  „ 

45  „  65  „ 

65  and  upwards  ... 

13  were  over  80,  and  one  over  90. 

Twelve  inquests  were  held,  live  more  than  last  year,  in 
nine  a  verdict  of  death  from  natural  causes  was  returned.  Six 
or  half  the  total  number  were  on  infants  under  the  age  of  6 
months  and  live  of  these  were  on  children  who  had  been  put 
out  to  nurse,  in  one  of  which  the  cause  of  death  was  returned 
as  due  to  overlaying.  There  was  one  case  of  suicide  by 
cutting  the  throat,  and  one  by  mis-adventure  in  the  case  of  an 
accident  to  a  sailor. 

Eleven  deaths  were  certified  as  caused  by  Tuberculous 
disease,  nine  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  one  of  Tuberculer 
Meningitis,  and  one  of  Peritonitis.  .  This  is  an  increase  of  one 
on  last  year,  and  three  on  the  year  before,  but  in  at  least  four 
of  the  cases  the  disease  had  been  contracted  outside  the 
district,  and  the  patients  had  come  here  for  treatment. 
Cancer  caused  8  deaths,  a  decrease  of  two  on  the  previous 

year.  Three  persons  died  from  Influenza,  one  from  Measles, 

/ 

and  one  from  Diphtheria,  these  being  the  total  from  In¬ 
fectious  diseases.  There  were  nine  deaths  from  premature 
births  and  congenital  debility,  many  of  the  infants  only 
surviving  a  few  hours  in  some  cases  minutes,  but  nevertheless 
they  help  to  swell  the  death  rate.  Three  persons  met  with 
violent  deaths  of  which  two  have  already  been  mentioned,  the 
third  being  that  of  a  child  who  fell  into  a  rain  water  tub  and 
was  drowned. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 


Seventeen  cases  of  Tuberculosis  were  notified  in  the 
year,  six  less  than  during  the  previous  year.  Seven  of  these 
were  patients  who  had  contracted  the  disease  outside  the 
district  and  had  come  here  in  search  of  health.  The  homes 
have  been  visited  and  instructions  given,  and  spitcups  are 
supplied  in  cases  where  they  cannot  obtain  them  themselves. 

In  all  cases  of  notifiable  infectious  diseases  printed 
instructions  are  sent  and  disinfectants  are  also  given,  and  if 
nursed  at  home  a  post  card  is  left  to  be  sent  by  the  doctor  in 
attendance  as  soon  as  the  case  is  ready  for  disinfection,  which 
is  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  the  bedding  and 
clothing  being  removed  to  the  Council’s  disinfecting  chamber. 

The  Notification  of  Births’  Act,  1909,  has  not  been 
adopted  for  this  district  as  at  present  there  are  no  means  of 
following  up  the  notification  ;  the  Midwives’  Act,  1902,  is 
administered  by  the  County  Council. 

I  have  again  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  assist¬ 
ance  I  have  received  in  carrying  out  my  work  from  Mr.  G. 
Knowles,  A.R.  San.  I.,  Inspector  of  Nuisances,  and  to  testify  to 
the  care  and  ability  he  displays  in  carrying  out  his  manifold 
duties. 


The  Tables  supplied  by  the  Local  Government  Board 
are  appended  to  this  report. 


I  have  Gentlemen  the  honour, 

To  remain, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

F.  PARRIS  PIPER,  M.B.  Lond., 


M.O.H.  Whitstable  Urban  District  Council. 


TABLE  I. 

Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during:  1913  and  previous  Years 
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Area  of  District  in  acres  (land  and  inland  water)  — 739.  Total  population  at  all  ages— 7,984  /  At  Census 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  1,955  Average  number  of  persons  per  house — 4'08  *  191 1 


TABLE  II. 


Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified 

during^  the  Year  1913. 
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OF  CASES  NOTIFIED. 
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TABLE  IV. 


Infant  Mortality. 


1913.  Nett  Deaths  from  stated  causes  at  various  A^es 

under  1  Year  of  A^e. 
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Whitstable  Urban  District  Council. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 


Sanitary  Inspector, 


1913. 


GEORGE  KNOWLES, 

Associate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute, 
Inspecting  Officer  under  the  Housing  and 
Town  Planning  Act. 


Public  Health  Department, 


Council  Offices, 

Whitstable, 

February ,  1914. 

‘TTo  the  Chairman  and  UXCembers  of  the  Urban 
District  Council  of  Whitstable. 


Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  of  presenting  my  Third  Annual 
Report  herewith  for  your  consideration. 

Again,  the  prevalence  of  a  mild  form  of  Diphtheria 
amongst  the  school  children,  as  against  Scarlet  Fever  last 
year,  has  taken  much  time  and  care,  to  the  disadvantage  of 
one’s  ordinary  routine  work.  However,  I  have  endeavoured 
to  keep  everything  up  to  its  normal  level  as  far  as  possible. 
The  house  to  house  inspection  has  been  regularly  carried  on, 
the  total  number  for  the  three  years  now  being  675. 

To  this  work,  as  the  Council  are  probably  aware,  I 
devote  considerable  time,  for  in  a  growing  seaside  resort  such 
as  this  the  best  foundation  one  can  have  is  that  of  thoroughly 
healthy  houses  be  they  cottages  or  mansions.  I  am  glad  to  say 
the  lowest  class  of  property  has  now  been  dealt  with  almost 
completely. 

It  has  been  necessary  to  close  two  cottages  as  unfit  for 
habitation.  Two  others  which  had  been  closed  by  Order  have 
been  thoroughly  repaired  and  the  orders  determined.  In 
addition,  two  old  cottages  in  Guinea  Alley  have  been 
repaired  and  made  quite  fit  for  habitation  to  my  satisfaction, 
although  not  closed  under  the  new  Act.  There  were  at 
December  31st  six  closed  cottages  in  the  district.  The 


absence  of  a  poor  persons  power  to  dispose  of  dilapidated 
property  in  which  they  only  possess  what  is  termed  a  life 
u  interest  ’’  is  a  difficulty  one  has  to  face  frequently. 

I  am  very  glad  to  record  that  a  certain  amount  of  co¬ 
operation  between  those  who  visit  the  homes  of  the  poor  and 
myself  has  now  commenced.  This,  in  my  opinion,  is  quite  a 
step  in  the  right  direction,  for  it  is  such  united  action  that  will 
help  lift  out  of  the  mire  of  filth  those  who,  from  careless  and 
dissolute  habits,  are  a  source  of  danger  and  infection  to  the 
whole  community.  An  extension  of  this  co-operation  to 
include  all  those  who  visit  our  poorer  homes  would  be  most 
welcome. 

In  the  following  notes  I  have  endeavoured  to  point  out 
several  matters  which  would,  I  believe,  after  careful  con¬ 
sideration,  lead  to  beneficial  improvement  for  the  inhabitants. 
Going  about  continually  amongst  all  classes  one  is  bound  to 
see  matters  from  every  point  of  view  and  to  come  to  a  more 
or  less  just  conclusion.  This  has  helped  to  guide  me  con¬ 
siderably  in  dealing  with  the  owners  and  occupiers  of  property. 
In  having  work  done  to  my  satisfaction  I  have  allowed  no  half 
measures  or  slipshod  work  of  any  description,  and  once  done 
no  more  trouble  need  be  experienced  for  years. 

No  effort  has  been  made  yet  to  introduce  a  sanitary 
form  of  dustbin,  although  most  of  those  who  appreciate  the 
difference  between  an  evil  smelling  wooden  box  or  tub, 
already  possess  a  galvanised  covered  bin.  I  would  earnestly 
commend  this  matter  to  those  who  have  the  welfare  of  the 
town,  and  especially  its  “  small  ”  inhabitants,  at  heart. 

NUISANCES. 

Sixty-six  complaints  have  been  received,  the  majority 
of  which  resulted  in  action  by  your  Inspector,  and  the 
abatement  of  the  cause. 


The  Gorrell  Stream  has  again  been  the  source  of  most 
objectionable  odours  during  the  summer.  Certain  efforts  were 
made  by  this  Department  to  have  the  filth  cleared  away  but 
nothing  resulted,  and  the  Water  Co.  were  requested  to  dis¬ 
charge  a  quantity  of  water  each  day  into  the  stream  so  as  to 
prevent  the  stagnation.  This  however  after  three  days  proved 
too  great  a  strain  on  the  reservoirs  and  was  discontinued.  A 
thorough  cleansing  from  end  to  end  within  the  next  month  or 
so  would  be  both  an  economical  and  satisfactory  abatement  of 
the  nuisance  which  arises  every  summer. 

The  absence  of  a  sufficient  number  of  public  urinals  in 
the  town  is  a  cause  of  several  nuisances  which  have  been 
brought  to  my  notice.  There  are  twenty-six  urinals  attached  to 
public  houses  in  the  district,  eleven  of  these  however  are 
quite  inaccessible  to  the  wayfarer  and  of  course  all  are  quite 
inadequate  for  public  use.  That  at  the  Town  Station  was 
taken  in  hand  in  the  summer  and  as  much  improvement  as 
possible  was  effected  seeing  its  closure  is  near. 

The  usual  series  of  complaints  arose  from  the  presence 
of  a  pleasure  fair  on  the  Westmeads  ground  and  the  owner 
now  erects  a  portable  military  pattern  latrine  whenever 
caravans  occupy  the  ground. 

The  sanitary  conveniences  belonging  to  the  Railway 
Company  on  quays  at  the  Harbour  were  in  an  abominable 
condition  in  the  early  part  of  the  year,  and  after  considerable 
trouble  the  pits  were  at  last  emptied.  It  will  be  a  very  good 
thing  when  the  new  sewer  is  laid  in  the  Tankerton  Road  so 
that  these  privy  pits  may  be  abolished. 

The  public  cesspool  in  Church  Road  belonging  to  the 
Blean  Rural  District  Council  has  been  again  a  source  of 
nuisance  in  this  district  chiefly  by  reasons  of  its  overflowing 
into  the  ditches  at  the  side  of  the  road.  It  will  be  a  great 


relief  when  this  can  be  done  away  with,  but  apparently 
another  summer  must  go  by  before  we  can  hope  to  connect 
our  sewers  up. 

'The  smoke  nuisance  from  the  Cookery  and  Laundry 
School  chimney  was  being  investigated  at  the  end  of  the  year, 
and  must  remain  the  subject  of  observation  for  several  months. 

The  backways  and  passages  were,  this  winter,  slightly 
better  and  more  or  less  passable. 

DRAINAGE. 

The  same  care  and  attention  has  been  devoted  to  all 
house  drains  as  usual,  each  new  part  having  to  stand  the  water 
test  before  bedding  in  concrete.  I  find  the  builders,  while 
zealous  in  their  clients  interest  always,  are  very  willing  to  adopt 
any  reasonable  suggestion  so  that  the  best  work  may  be  put 
in  and  only  the  best. 

In  this  report  I  am  able  to  record  a  years  working 
of  the  cesspool  emptying  now  being  carried  out  under  my 
supervision.  There  are  now  seventeen  cesspools  known  to 
exist  in  use  of  which  five  are  emptied  by  the  occupiers.  Of 
the  remaining  twelve,  three  require  emptying  very  occasionally. 
The  other  nine  are  regularly  emptied  during  the  night  time. 
Four  hundred  and  forty-three  loads  have  been  removed  at  a 
total  cost,  including  repairs  and  renewals,  labour  and  horse 
hire,  of  £45/9/3.  With  the  proposed  extension  of  sewers  com¬ 
pleted  five  cesspools  will  remain  in  use  on  the  Grimshill 
estate,  and  one  on  the  Island  Wall.  This  is  the  more  un¬ 
fortunate  owing  to  the  Grimshill  Estate  roads  used  being 
simply  rough  unmetalled  tracks,  which  in  a  rainy  season  will 
easily  double  the  cost  of  emptying  one  cesspool.  The  low 
cost  has  only  been  reached  by  reducing  the  labour  and 
careful  arrangements.  To  obviate  this  expense  about 
thirteen  hundred  feet  of  sewer  would  have  to  be  laid 
through  Gordon  Road  at  an  approximate  cost  of  £130. 


The  following  sewers  on  private  property  have  been 
relaicl  or  repaired  in  a  proper  manner  during  the  year  under 
the  Surveyor’s  supervision  : — 

Nos.  69,  71  &  73,  Essex  Street. 

„  49,  51  &  53,  Island  Wall. 

„  28,  30  &  32,  do. 

,,  4  to  12,  do. 

„  100  &  102,  do. 

,,  1,  3  &  5,  Oxford  Street. 

Another  noteworthy  fact  is  the  decision  of  the  Council 
that  all  ventilating  shafts  to  drains  are  to  be  carried  above  the 
tops  of  bedroom  windows  which  are  within  about  ten  feet  of 
some.  This  was  in  consequence  of  so  many  being  found  level 
with  the  windows  and  within  a  foot  or  two  of  them. 

The  sewer  at  the  rear  of  Nos.  65  to  101,  Island  Wall 
was  the  subject  of  a  report  to  the  Health  Committee  who 
made  the  requisite  recommendations  to  the  Council.  Prac¬ 
tically  nothing  however  has  been  done  and  the  old  sewer 
remains  defective  and  unjointed  about  eighteen  inches  deep 
and  two  or  three  feet  away  from  the  rear  of  the  houses. 

The  drains  and  sewers  in  Church  Road  have  been 
examined  very  carefully  to  see  if  any  unknown  connection 
existed  between  them  and  the  surface  water  sewer  which 
discharges  into  the  Gorrell  Stream,  in  order  to  account  for  the 
foul  matter  therein.  Nothing  was  found  however,  and  seeing 
the  choked  state  of  the  drains  and  soil  sewer  when  examined 
arrangements  are  now  in  force  whereby  they  are  adequately 
flushed  every  week.  This  has  resulted  in  a  manifest 
improvement. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

Considerable  attention  has  been  expended  over  the 
cases  of  Diphtheria,  especially  owing  to  their  slightness  and 


non-recognition  by  the  parents,  the  usual  investigations 
following  eaeh  case  brought  to  my  notice, 

Seventeen  cases  were  removed  to  the  Sanatorium,  twTo 
being  of  scarlet  fever  and  fifteen  of  diphtheria.  The  total 
cost  for  the  year  has  been  £22 3 

Of  the  scholars  concerned,  twenty  attended  the 
Endowed  Schools,  seven  attended  the  Council  Schools,  four 
attended  St.  Alphege  Schools,  two  attended  Westmeads 
Schools,  and  two  attended  private  schools. 

The  sources  of  milk  supply  were  evenly  distributed  and 
called  for  no  special  action. 

Forty-eight  rooms  were  thoroughly  disinfected  and  the 
bedding  treated  at  the  Council’s  disinfecting  shed. 

The  Endowed  School  was  thoroughly  disinfected  in 
July,  and  during  the  hop-picking  holidays  was  cleaned  under 
my  supervision,  it  being  in  a  dirty  condition  generally.  Two 
thousand  live  hundred  reading  books  were  also  disinfected. 

A  convenient  and  proper  vehicle  has  been  provided  for 
the  removal  of  bedding  and  no  objection  is  now  raised  by  the 
owners. 

Several  cases  of  Diphtheria  occurred  amongst  our 
children  in  the  hop-gardens  and  I  am  pleased  to  report  that 
with  the  hearty  co-operation  of  the  Inspector  of  the  district 
the  outbreak  was  promptly  quashed.  Arrangements  have  now 
been  made  between  us  to  prevent  any  infected  or  suspected 
children  from  even  visiting  the  encampments  and  will,  I  believe, 
prove  effective. 

The  small  pox  sanatorium  has  been  thoroughly  re¬ 
novated  and  a  roadway  provided  for  the  ambulance.  It  is 
now  ready  for  any  emergency. 


CONSUMPTION. 


Sixteen  rooms  have  been  disinfected  after  the  removal 
or  death  of  the  patients  and  a  very  large  quantity  of  bedding 
has  also  been  thoroughly  disinfected. 

FOOD  INSPECTION. 

This  work  has  been  carried  on  as  usual  and  calls  for  no 
special  remark.  No  difficulty  or  opposition  has  been  ex¬ 
perienced  and  upon  the  attention  of  any  shopkeeper  being 
called  to  questionable  food  it  has  at  once  been  destroyed. 

SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 

I  am  again  pleased  to  report  the  cleanly  conditions 
which  prevail  in  the  slaughter  houses  of  the  town.  No 
change  has  taken  place  in  the  number  registered  or  the 
occupiers. 

BAKEHOUSES. 

These  have  not  been  so  satisfactory  as  in  other  years,  in 
so  far  as  cleanliness  of  the  floors  are  concerned  and  they 
will  receive  a  larger  share  of  my  attention  during  the  ensuing 
year.  The  limewashing  has  been  carried  out  once  every  six 
months,  one  case  being  found  of  whitewash  having  been  used 
instead.  This  was  however,  at  once  remedied  at  my  request. 

DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS  and  MILKSHOPS. 

A  slight  improvement  has  taken  place  in  the  Cowsheds 
of  which  the  number  on  the  Register  remains  stationary,  but 
on  the  whole,  the  sheds  and  yards  are  not  in  the  good 
condition  they  ought  to  be.  I  do  not  propose  to  enlarge  on 
my  report  of  last  year.  No  action  has  been  taken  in  regard 
to  the  detection  of  Tuberculosis. 

The  Dairies  and  Milkshops  are  kept  in  a  satisfactory 


state. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 


Much  improvement  has  been  made  at  two  out  of  the 
three  pumping  stations,  and  during  these  alterations  the  usual 
quarterly  analysis  was  deferred  by  the  Council.  Several 
samples  were  however  submitted  to  the  Kent  County 
Laboratories,  (recently  established)  in  the  meanwhile,  and  in 
the  coming  year  the  regular  taking  of  samples  for  chemical 
and  bacteriological  examination  will  be  resumed. 

Some  arrangements  whereby  samples  of  well  water 
could  be  roughly  tested  before  formal  submission  to  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  are  needed. 

Considerable  care  was  exercised  over  the  wells  which 
give  out  in  the  summer,  and  upon  investigation  twenty-one 
houses  were  found  to  be  borrowing  water  from  elsewhere. 
During  the  negotiations  with  the  owners,  several  wells  again 
commenced  a  good  supply,  but  the  others  had  to  have  the 
Water  Company’s  service  laid  on.  Your  Health  Committee 
decided  to  discuss  the  question  again  next  summer.  Two 
houses  have  had  to  be  closed  under  the  Housing  Acts,  before 
supplies  were  obtained,  but  at  the  time  of  writing  one  of  these 
has  had  the  Company’s  services  laid  in. 

REMOVAL  OF  HOUSE  REFUSE. 

This  work  has  been  carried  out  in  a  fairly  satisfactory 
manner  in  the  past  year,  some  trouble  having  been  experienced 
in  getting  the  horses  and  vans  to  start  punctually.  An 
improvement  is  now  apparent,  and  will,  I  trust,  be  kept  up. 
The  covers  to  the  carts  were  also  very  bad  before  the 
Contractor  would  renew  them.  Every  means  of  saving  time 
on  each  round  has  been  adopted,  and  I  believe  the  work  is 
done  with  as  little  inconvenience  to  the  general  public  as 
possible.  The  vans  have  been  thoroughly  repaired  at  last, 
their  absence  causing  about  an  hours  delay  on  each  round 


every  day.  They  are  now  certainly  much  more  cleanly.  The 
usual  weekly  washing  and  disinfection  has  been  continued. 
There  are  two  matters  which  I  would  like  the  Council  to 
consider  before  another  contract  is  entered  into  ;  one  is,  the 
possibility  of  an  earlier  start  in  the  summer  months,  say  from 
May  to  September  to  commence  at  7  a.m.,  instead  of  8  a.m. 
This  would  mean  getting  the  carts  away  before  the  visitors 
are  about.  The  other  matter  is  the  possibility  of  collecting 
all  refuse  from  backways,  instead  of  having  the  filthy  receptacles 
arranged  at  the  pavement  edge  just  as  children  are  going  to 
school  and  business  men  are  going  to  the  Station.  It  is 
certainly  an  unhealthy  odour  to  greet  ones  nostrils  in  the  early 
morning  after  breakfast. 

FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS,  WORKPLACES 
and  LAUNDRIES. 

There  are  now  sixty  two  premises  registered  and  the 
inspection  has  been  carried  on  through  the  year. 

Two  notices  were  received  from  the  Home  Office, 
respecting  premises  not  in  conformity  with  the  Public  Health 
Act.  These  were  at  once  dealt  with,  and  are  now  in  order. 

Two  notices  have  also  been  served  by  this  Department, 
one  to  cleanse  and  limewash  walls,  &c.,  the  other  to  provide 
efficient  ventilation.  The  former  was  executed,  but  the  latter 
became  inoperative  as  the  number  of  employees  was  reduced. 

No  outworkers  are  employed  by  the  tradesmen  here, 
and  only  one  name  and  address  has  been  forwarded  by 
another  Authority. 

No  trouble  or  opposition  has  been  experienced. 

LEGAL  PROCEEDINGS. 

Again  I  am  pleased  to  report  these  as  nil. 


In  concluding  this  report  I  would  draw  attention  to  the 
figures  in  the  two  following  tables.  These  are  in  the  same 
form  as  in  previous  years. 

With  regard  to  the  clerical  work  of  the  Department, 
there  have  been  two-hundred-and-seventy-two  letters  written, 
two-hundred-and-thirty-four  preliminary  notices  served,  and 
forty-five  statutory  notices  served.  Four  only  of  these  latter 
remain  uncomplied  with  at  December  31st.  In  three  of  these 
cases  proceedings  are  pending,  and  in  the  other  I  am 
negotiating  with  the  owner’s  agent. 

My  especial  thanks  are  due  to  the  members  of  the 
Council  for  much  unanimous  support  and  their  appreciation 
and  to  their  Officers  for  their  co-operation,  without  which  it 
would  have  been  quite  impossible  to  have  shown  so  much 
good  work  done,  and  which  goes  so  much  towards  making  an 
always  difficult  task  somewhat  easier. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

Geo.  KNOWLES,  a.r.s.i., 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


TABLE  No.  1. 


Insanitary  Conditions  remedied. 

House  Drains  reconstructed 

51 

,,  ,,  repaired 

52 

Bell  Traps  replaced  by  Stoneware  Gullies  ... 

39 

Sink  Waste  Channels  repaired  or  provided 

18 

House  Drains  ventilated 

11 

Ventilating-  Stafts  lengthened  and  repaired.,. 

40 

Rainwater  Down  Pipes  disconnected  from  drains 

8 

Cesspool  found  and  filled  up 

1 

W.C.’s  repaired,  lighted  and  ventilated 

33 

W.C.’s  provided  with  new  Basins  and  Traps 

13 

W.C.  Basins  cleansed 

26 

Guttering  provided  to  Roofs 

4 

Roofs  repaired 

10 

Walls 

13 

Floors  ,, 

12 

Ceiling's  ,, 

9 

Bedrooms  ventilated  properly 

16 

Houses  cleansed  and  limewashed  ... 

5 

Houses  made  dry 

21 

Overcrowding  abated 

2 

Houses  supplied  with  sufficient  water  supply 

40 

Back  Yards  provided  with  sufficient  Pavement 

10 

TABLE  No.  2. 


Housing  and  Town  Planning  Act,  1909. 

Housing  Provisions. 


Inspection. 

Number  of  House  to  House  Inspections 

Conditions. 

Houses  found  in  a  satisfactory  condition  ... 

,,  ,,  an  insanitary  condition 

,,  ,,  represented  as  unfit  for  habitation 


Defects. 


Complied 

In 

Premises 

with 

hand 

closed 

Notices  served  under  Section  15 

21 

— 

— 

,,  ,,  ,,  P.H.  Acts 

10 

4 

— 

T  otals 

31 

4 

— 

Closure  of  Houses. 


Representations  made 

Closing-  Orders  issued 

Notices  to  Tenants  issued 

•  ,  ,,  complied  with 

Ejectment  warrants  applied  for  or  in  hand 

,,  i,  granted 

,,  ,,  complied  with 

,,  ,,  executed 


Uninhabited 

Closing-  Orders  determined  on  Officers  report 

,,  ,,  refused  on  Owners  request 

Houses  being-  made  fit 

Demolition  Orders  considered  (informally) 

,,  ,,  issued 

,,  ,,  executed  by  Owner 

,,  ,,  by  Council 

,,  postponed 


If 

1  9 


245 

20 

222 

3 


21 

14 

35 


3 

2 

2 

1 

1 


2 

3 

1 


